
 
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

Dear All, 

The next and last ENVI meetings 
before the summer break will take 

place on Monday 13, Tuesday 14 and 
Thursday 16 July. 

During the meetings, we continue to 
focus on our key priorities, such as the 
implementation of the Green Deal and 

the response to the COVID-19 crisis.  
On Monday and Tuesday 13 and 14 
July, Members will vote on the draft 
Report on the proposal on Euro 5 and 

6 Regulation, setting the emission limits for cars for regulated pollutants, an 

important file to address the issue of air quality and pollution and the aftermath 
of the Dieselgate scandal. MEPs are expected to ask for conformity factors  
applying to NOx (nitrogen oxides) limits to be lowered and phased out. The 
Report will need to win the backing of the plenary in September, before 

negotiations can start with the German Council Presidency. 

Members will also vote on the Own initiative report to address the highly  
sensitive issue of shortage of medicines in Europe. Shortage of medicines has 
been exacerbated during the COVID-19 outbreak, because of the sudden 
exponential increase in global demand of medicines. The COVID-19 crisis has 

highlighted that no country can fight alone in global health crisis and that the 
EU and Member States must be more prepared, in terms of coordination and 
solidarity, but also in ensuring medical equipment and availability of medicines.  
It has shown that the EU very much depends on third countries for active 
pharmaceutical ingredients and raw materials, which are necessary for the 

manufacturing of pharmaceutical products. There is therefore the need to 
regain EU independence in the health sector and to increase coordination and 
cooperation at the EU level and amongst the Member States to ensure access 
to medicines and treatment for all citizens, especially in time of crisis.   

In the afternoon, ENVI has invited the new EMA Executive Director nominee,  

Ms Emer Cooke, for a Hearing before the committee. EMA is one of the most 
important executive agencies of the Union and its role has become even more 
central in the current circumstances. Members will have the opportunity  to 
exercise their right of scrutiny and quiz the candidate on her plans and vision 
for the upcoming term and on how she would help the Agency fulfil its Union 

and global responsibilities for the next five years.   

On Tuesday 14 July, Members will vote on the draft Opinion on Sustainable  
Europe Investment Plan (SEIP), giving ENVI insight on a key pillar of the 
European Green Deal, which aims to contribute to financing a sustainable  
transition, while supporting the regions and communities most exposed to its  

impact. By combining legislative and non-legislative initiatives, the plan 
addresses several aspects to ensure the ecological transition, such as increasing  
EU funding, enabling a framework for public and private investments and 
supporting public administrations and project promoters to create a robust 

pipeline of sustainable projects.  

Members will also vote on the draft Opinion on a more sustainable single  
market for consumers and businesses to ensure that the ‘sustainable choice’  
will be the default choice for all consumers in the EU as soon as possible. There 
is a pressing need to encourage the development, production and marketing of  

products that are suitable for multiple use, technically durable and easily 
repairable, and to develop therefore economic tools, which would stress the 
economic advantage of the sustainable choice. It is also important to empower 
consumers in their choice so that they are fully involved in the ecologica l 
transition, for example by improving  product information through labelling,  

green claims, extended legal guarantees and definitions, as well as measures  
against planned obsolescence and greenwashing. This would allow consumers  
to assess accurately the environmental impact of products, based on their life  
cycle, their environmental footprint, their lifespan and their quality.  

Finally, on Thursday 16 July, ENVI will hold an exchange of views with Mrs Julia  
Klöckner, the German Minister for Food and Agriculture, who will present to 
Members the German Presidency’s priorities in the field. Members will have 
the opportunity to exchange with the Minister on key issues that are relevant 
for ENVI and for the overall achievement of the Green Deal, such as the post-

2020 CAP reform package, including the Strategic Plans Regulation, the Farm to 
Fork Strategy as well as animal welfare issues and food labelling.  

You can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html   

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter 

account @EP_ENVIRONMENT  

Pascal Canfin - 13 July 2020 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

 Euro 5 and 6 Regulation: Type approval of motor vehicles with 
respect to emissions from light passenger and commercial vehicles  
and on access to vehicle repair and maintenance information (vote 
13 July - 14 July) 

 Shortage of medicines - how to address an emerging problem (vote 
13 July - 14 July) 

 Sustainable Europe Investment Plan - How to finance the Green deal 
(14 July - 16 July) 

 Towards a more sustainable single market for consumers and 
businesses (14 July - 16 July) 

Hearings: 

 Hearing of the candidate for the function of Executive Director of 
the European Medicines Agency (EMA) (13 July) 

Exchange of Views: 

 with Mrs Julia Klöckner, Minister for Food, Agriculture and 
Consumer Protection (16 July) 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

RDE 2 - Euro 5 and Euro 6 
Regulation: Type approval of 
motor vehicles with respect to 
emissions from light passenger 
and commercial vehicles  
ENVI Committee will vote on the draft Report 

on the proposal on the so-called Euro 5 and Euro 6 Regulation, setting the  
emission limits for cars for regulated pollutants, an important file to address  

the issue of air quality and pollution. In its proposal, the Commission has re-
instated the conformity factors, which were annulled in a judgement of the  
General Court, and proposed that the legislator empowers the Commission to 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/votes-in-committee.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html


 
 
annually review downwards the conformity factors set out by the legislator, in 
order to reflect the progress in accuracy of the portable measuring equipment.  
It should be noted that the Commission has filed an appeal against the 
judgment of the General Court. The deadline of 12 months set by the General 

Court in its judgment will thus start to run from the date on which the appeal 
is dismissed. This ongoing appeal therefore gives extra time to the legislators  
to adopt the new Commission proposal. The final compromises amendments  
reached on the Report prescribe that the conformity factors shall cease to apply 
by 30 September 2022 and calls on the Commission to adopt no later than 1 

June 2021 delegated acts in order to adapt the procedures, tests and 
requirements as well as the test cycles used to measure emissions, so as to 
adequately reflect real driving emissions under normal conditions of use. The 
report will then need to win the backing of the plenary in September before  
negotiations can start with the German Council Presidency.  

Rapporteur: de LANGE (EPP) 
Shadows rapporteurs: DALLI (S&D), SOLÍS (Renew), EICKHOUT (Greens/EFA), LIMMER 
(ID). ZALEWSKA (ECR), KONEČNÁ (GUE/NGL). 

Shortage of medicines - how 
to address an emerging 
problem 
Adoption of a draft report 

The ENVI Committee will adopt its own-
initiative report on shortage of  
medicines, which addresses the root 

causes of medicines shortages and stresses the need for an increased EU 

response to tackle the problem of medicines shortages, which has worsen in 
the COVID-19 health crisis. Building up on a wide consensus among the politica l 
groups, the draft Report and the compromises amendments reached, focus on 
three pillars of action:  a return to EU independency in the health sector,  
stepping up European action to better coordinate and supplement Member 

States' health policies, and enhancing cooperation between Member States. 
The Report calls, for example, for relocation to the EU of plants producing active 
ingredients and medicinal end products of strategic importance for health care  
and for measures to foster relocation activities and encourage companies to 
operate in Europe.  It also recommend to make security of supply a priority  

criterion in tendering procedures as well as the creation of one or more non-
profit European pharmaceutical undertakings capable of producing certain 
medicines of strategic importance for health care in emergencies. It also calls  
for the creation a European reserve of medicines of strategic importance for 
health care along the lines of ‘RescEU’, more systematic joint procurement to 

reduce the costs of certain medicines and medical equipment, and greater 
transparency in the production and distribution chain, by creating a European 
Unit for preventing and managing medicines shortages, under the leadership 
of EMA. Finally, the report advocates for the need of a quicker reaction in cases 
of shortages, proposing an improved information system to provide a clear 

overview of shortages and requirements in each Member State, with a view to 
preventing over-stockpiling. It stresses the need for simplified legislation and 
more flexible regulatory measures in times of crisis, in order to alleviate  
shortages and facilitate the movement of medicines between Member States 
and the importance of introducing innovative digital tools for the reporting ,  

monitoring and sharing of information regarding shortages of medicines and 
medical equipment among the Member States. 

Rapporteur: COLIN-OESTERLÉ (EPP) 
Shadows: MORETTI (S&D), TRILLET-LENOIR (RENEW), REGIMENTI (ID), RIVASI 
(Greens/EFA), KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), KONEČNÁ (GUE/NGL) 

Sustainable Europe Investment 
Plan - How to finance the 
Green Deal 
Adoption of a draft opinion 
ENVI Members will vote on the draft Opinion 
on Sustainable Europe Investment Plan 
(SEIP), a key pillar of the European Green 
Deal, which aims to contribute to financing a 

sustainable transition, while supporting the regions and communities most 
exposed to its impact. While welcoming the plan, the draft Opinion emphasises  
that both private and public money are needed to ensure the transition of the  
Green Deal, including the revised 2030 and 2050 climate and biodiversity goals 
as well as the commitments under the Paris agreement. The draft Opinion 

states that MFF should be increased to match the transition needs and could 
be complemented by new EU own resources.  Members commit to a just 
recovery from COVID-19 that ensures that public money is invested in the  
future, i.e. that funding comes with conditions related to sustainability, phases 
out support for fossil fuels, including indirect subsidies and call on the  

Commission to publish, at the latest by the end of this year, climate proofing  
guidelines for all the funds that will be raised under the European Union 
Recovery Instrument and channelled through the EU programmes. Members 
also emphasise that all EU supported investments and finance should be 
subject to the EU Taxonomy Regulation and they call on the Commission to 

assess the extension of the EU Taxonomy for tracking climate and environment 
spending in all EU public funding and to identify activities that significantly harm 
environmental sustainability. The draft Opinion also recommends to set green 
and sustainable public procurement criteria and to revise the state aid rules  

(including the temporary COVID-19 framework) to allow for greater public 
support for the Green Deal and climate and environment related conditions.   

Rapporteur: KOKKALIS (GUE/NGL), 

Shadows rapporteurs: POLFJÄRD (EPP), ARENA (S&D),  

DREOSTO (ID), KELLEHER (Renew), HOLMGREN (Greens/EFA), TERTSCH (ECR), 

Towards a more 
sustainable single market 
for consumers and 
businesses 
Adoption of a draft opinion 

The ENVI Committee will adopt the 
draft opinion on a more sustainable single market for consumers and 

businesses, underlining the necessary conditions to ensure that the 
‘sustainable choice’ will be the default choice for all consumers in the EU as 
soon as possible. There is a clear need to develop, produce and advertise more 
“sustainable products”, suitable for multiple use, technically durable and easily 
repairable, and to develop therefore appropriate tools, which would stress the 

economic added value of the sustainable choice, in addition to its positive  
impact on the environment. The draft Opinion stresses the importance of  
empowering consumers in their choice, so that they are fully involved in the 
ecological transition, for example by improving product information throug h 
labelling, green claims, extended legal guarantees and definitions, in order to 

allow consumers to assess accurately the environmental impact of products ,  
based on their life cycle, their environmental footprint, their lifespan and their 
quality. In addition, the draft opinion highlights the role of Green Public 
Procurement (GPP) to accelerate the shift towards a more sustainable and 
circular economy, and the importance of promoting the uptake of GPP during  

the EU’s economic recovery.   

Rapporteur: CANFIN (Renew) 

Shadows rapporteurs: TÓTH (EPP),PLUMB (S&D), EICKHOUT (Greens/EFA), BALDASSARE 
(ID). ZALEWSKA (ECR), VILLANUEVA RUIZ (GUE/NGL). 
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EXCHANGES OF VIEWS  

Mrs Julia Klöckner, Minister 
for Food and Agriculture (16 
July) 

Under the motto of “Together for 
Europe’s recovery”, Germany took over 
the Presidency from Croatia on 1 July  

2020.  ENVI will hold an exchange of  
views with Mrs Julia Klöckner, the German Minister for Food and Agriculture ,  
who will present to ENVI Members the German Presidency’s priorities in her 
area of competences. Members will have the opportunity to question the 
Minister on key issues which are very much relevant for the ENVI Committee  

work, in light of the overall achievement of the Green Deal. These are, for 
instance, the post-2020 CAP reform package, including the Strategic Plans  
Regulation, the Farm to Fork Strategy as well as animal welfare issues and food 
labelling.  As regards to the post-2020 CAP reform package and the Strategic 

Plans Regulation, the Presidency aims at adopting a General Approach. On the 
European Commission’s “Farm to Fork” Strategy, the German Presidency will 
be striving to reach Council conclusions. Finally, the Presidency intends to 
present Council conclusions on animal welfare issues and food labelling. 

HEARINGS  

Hearing of the candidate for the 
function of Executive Director of 
the European Medicines Agency 
(EMA) (13 July) 

The European Medicines Agency (EMA) Management Board has nominated on 

25 June Ms Emer Cooke as the new candidate for the position of Executive  

Director of EMA. According to Article 64 of the Regulation 726/2004 

establishing the Agency, before the final appointment, the candidate  

nominated shall be invited to make a statement to the European Parliament 

and to answer any questions put by its Members. The ENVI committee has 
therefore invited Ms Cooke to a hearing before the committee. Members will 

have the opportunity to quiz the candidate on her plans and vision for the 

upcoming term and on how she would help the Agency fulfil its Union and 

global responsibilities for the next five years. Ms Cooke has some 25 years 

practical experience in management and leadership positions in the 

pharmaceutical sector. At EMA, she has spent almost 7 years as Head of  

Inspections and a further 7 years responsible for International Affairs, 

managing international relations at senior executive level and reporting directly  

to the EMA’s Executive Director. Since November 2016, she works as the 

Director responsible for all medical product related regulatory activities at 

WHO HQ in Geneva.  

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications: 

 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus  
outbreak 

 In-depth analysis on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation,  
biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums 

 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus  
outbreak 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors  
(Health Working Group) 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future  
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play,  
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Stella KYRIAKIDES, 
Commissioner-Designate on Health  

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Virginijus  
SINKEVICIUS, Commissioner-Designate on Environment and Oceans  

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Frans TIMMERMANS, 
Executive Vice President-Designate on European Green Deal  

 Study on international climate negotiations in view of the COP25 UN 
Climate Change Conference in Madrid 
 

Upcoming publications: 

 Study on "The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality" 

 Briefing on the "Greenhouse gas emission from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level" 

 Study on "Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer". 
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 
Average CO2 emissions from new cars 

and new vans increased again in 2019. 
According to provisional data, published 
by the European Environment Agency 
(EEA), average carbon dioxide (CO2) 

emissions from new passenger cars registered in the European Union (EU), 
Iceland, Norway and the United Kingdom (UK), increased in 2019, for the third 
consecutive year. The average CO2 emissions from new vans also increased 
slightly. Zero- and low-emission vehicles must be deployed much faster across  
Europe to achieve the stricter targets that apply from 2020. More info 

European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
The EMA and the Heads of (national)  

Medicines Agencies (HMA) have 
published for a two-month public 
consultation a joint strategy for 
European medicines agencies’ network  

for the next five years. The European Medicines Agencies Network Strategy to 

2025, which builds on the previous HMA/EMA strategy to 2020 and on the 
EMA’s Regulatory Science Strategy to 2025 that was published in March 2020, 
outlines six priority areas for the network. More information here. 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
Most of the hazards related to welfare of 
pigs at slaughter are due to inadequate staff 
skills and poorly designed and constructed 

facilities. That is one of the main conclusions  
of EFSA’s latest advice on welfare of animals 
during the slaughter process. EFSA highlights  

the lack of skills and/or training of the staff working in slaughtering as a serious  
welfare concern. The scientific opinion published on 17 June is the latest in a 

series of updated assessments on animal welfare at slaughter requested by the 
European Commission. It proposes measures to address the welfare hazards  
most commonly associated with the slaughter of pigs for food production and 

follows similar opinions on poultry and rabbits. A further opinion on cattle will  
follow later this year. More info. 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
Restrictions improve health and drive 

replacement of harmful chemicals. 

As of 7 July, DEHP, DBP, DIBP and BBP are 
restricted in the EU. This restriction will save approx. 2 000 boys each year from 
impaired fertility in later life. These chemicals are used e.g. in inflatable water 
toys, mattresses and footwear. REACH Restrictions protect human health also 

by driving substitution of harmful chemicals, together with authorisation, as 
shown in two recently published ECHA reports. The public can also contribute 
to the work on restrictions, right now by providing comments on the draft 
opinion of ECHA’s Socio-Economic Analysis Committee on the intentionally  
added microplastics restriction proposal.  

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC) 

On 3 July, ECDC published a technical report 
providing guidance for civil society, NGOs and 
national and regional authorities on the provision 
of support for medically and socially vulnerable  

populations in EU/EEA countries and the UK 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The report 

underlines that some individuals are much more vulnerable than the rest of the  
population, whether to COVID-19 itself or to the consequences of the public 
health measures imposed to control the spread of the virus, which have 

exacerbated their already challenging life situations. Civil society and other 
organisations have worked to provide essential services throughout the  
pandemic to support them and an ECDC survey has identified a range of cross-
cutting good practices that underpin the successes that have been achieved in 
spite of the considerable financial and logistical challenges faced More  

information. 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 2-3 September 2020 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2020 meeting dates. 

 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to 
European Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  

For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes,  
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 

European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications  
in the area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the  
latest publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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